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To: The OSPAR Commission 
Ms Laura Piriz 
Chair of OSPAR 

 

Dear Ms Piriz, 

The Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission (HELCOM) would like to express its gratitude for the 
contribution by the OSPAR Commission to the HELCOM 2018 Brussels Ministerial Meeting organized under the EU 
Chairmanship in HELCOM. HELCOM would also like to reiterate its continued close cooperation with OSPAR, to 
support the shared commitments to contribute to global efforts for protection of the marine environment, healthy 
and productive oceans and seas.  

HELCOM and OSPAR have a history of close collaboration, which has resulted in increased competence and 
efficiency in both organizations, especially as several topics of work in both organizations exhibit a strong 
intersection. HELCOM supports the topics for cooperation identified by OSPAR in your letter, as expressed in the 
adopted HELCOM Brussels Ministerial Declaration (Attachment 1). 

The responsible Ministers and the EU Commissioner agreed to step up cooperation with other Regional Sea 
Conventions in our work to reach the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations Agenda 2030. 
Furthermore, the Brussels Ministerial Meeting agreed to strengthen the fruitful cooperation with OSPAR on 
transboundary issues and common challenges to gain efficiency and effectiveness in the implementation of SDGs 
- such as ballast water management and introduction of invasive alien species, the issue of underwater noise, 
micro-plastic, migratory birds, MPa network and management, and threatened and engendered species.  

We are currently exploring potential avenues of collaboration for several of the mentioned topics. As an example, 
HELCOM is embarking on reviewing and further improving the HELCOM core indicators. A joint OSPAR-HELCOM 
workshop relating to indicator work within the two organizations, currently proposed to take place in spring 2019, 
is an excellent opportunity to investigate possible synergies and specific areas where cooperation could bring 
added value. This also concerns Commission Decision 2017/848/EU as far as Contracting Parties being EU member 
states are concerned. Similarly, and under the same topic, HELCOM has shown strong interest to join the planned 
OSPAR workshop on by-catch.  

The Brussels Ministerial Meeting reached an agreement to strengthen the implementation of the HELCOM Baltic 
Sea Action Plan and to update the Action Plan by 2021. A common thread to the decisions made at the Meeting 
were the SDGs. The countries around the Baltic Sea have previously agreed to use HELCOM as the regional arena 
for coordinating work on those SDGs that relate to marine and water issues.  

Particular focus will be put on addressing those pressures that the “State of the Baltic Sea” report identified as 
most widely-distributed and harmful, including excess nutrients, contamination, invasive alien species, extraction 
of fish, underwater noise and physical disturbance of the seabed.  

Furthermore, an analysis of sufficiency of measures to reach good environmental status is foreseen to play a major 
role to support the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan (Attachment 2 provides further details on the update).  

HELCOM is looking forward to the continued close collaboration with OSPAR, which I am convinced will be of 
mutual benefit also in the future.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Marianne Wenning 
HELCOM Chair 


